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XIIL A Letter of Br* John Wallis, to Mr, An- 
drew Fletcher } concerning the ftrange Effects 
reported of Mufick in Former Times, beyond 
what is to he found in Later Ages. 

S I R } Oxford, Aug, 18. 1698, 

THE Queftion you lately propofed to me (by "a 
Friend of yours) concerning Mufick; was not, 
Whence it comes to pafs that Mufick hath fo great an In- 
fluence cr Efficacy on our Affections, Paffions, Motions, 
&c. But whence it is that thefe great effe&s which ate 
reported of Mufitk in Former Times, (of Orpheus, Am* 
phion, &c.) are not as well found to follow upon the 
Mufick of Later Ages. 

If that firft had been the Queftion; Whence it is that 
Mufick Operates on our Fancies, Affefticns, Paffions, 
Motions, && and not ours only, but of other Animals, 
(for it is manifeft that Birds and Beafts are affeded with 
Mufical Notes 3s well as Men :) And even as things inant* 
mate) for 'tis well known, that of two Unilbne-Strings, 
though at fome diftance, if one be ftruck, the other will 
move.) 

I fay, if this were the Queftion, I muft, in aniwer to 
it, have difcourfed of the Nature of Sounds, produced by 
fome Subtile Motions in the Air, propagated and conn* 
nued to the Ear and Organs of Hearing, and thence com* 
municated to the Animal Spirits ; which excite fuitable 
Imaginations, Affedioos, Paffions, &c. and thefe at- 
tended with conformable Motions and Aftions, and ac- 
cording to the various Proportions, Meafures, and Mix- 
tures of iuch Sounds, there do arife various Effedis in the 
Mind or Imagination, fuitable thereunto. Thus the rough 
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Mufick of Drums and Trumpets, is apt to produce Cou- 
rage and Fierceness in Martial Minds; and more or left 
according to the Degrees of Roughnefs. And fweerer 
Sounds of more fedate Mufick, are apt to excite fofter 
PaiJions, and of different Kinds c*nd Degrees, according 
re the SIowm.0. or Swiftncfs, Loudneis or Calmnefs. 
Acuieocis or Gravity, and the various Measures and 
Mixtures of iuch Mofkai Sounds, The- Animal Spirits 
btin.4 apt to receive Impreffions ar.fwerablc to thole fub- 
tik Motions, communicated to them from the Organs 
of Hearing. 

But the Queftion you move is only of the Comparative 
Effects of Mufick reported to have been in the Days of old, 
beyond what appears upon that of later Ages. 

In anfwer to which, there are many things to be con- 
sidered : 

1. I take it for granted, That much of thofe Reports 
is highly Hyperbolical, and next door to Fabulous ; ac- 
cording to the Humour of thofe Ages, termed by Hifto-. 
rians 5 Tempos Mytbiatnt, (the Fabulous Age) for (whate- 
ver may be thought of Men, Beads and Birds, no Mao 
can think that the Trees and Stones did Dance after their 
P>pe. And even in more modeft Times, the Poetical 
Stories of Olympus, Atlas, and other Mountains, reach- 
ing up to Heaven, are much beyond what is now to be 
found in thofe Parts where they are laid to have been; 
and many Mountains now well known (as the Alps, the 
Apennines, the Pike of Teneriff) are much higher than 
their Atlas or-Olympus. And their Famed Tyber is but a 
Ditch compared with our Thames. And like Abate- 
ments we mull allow to. the Hyperbolical Elogles of their 
M&fick. 

z. We muft confider, That Mufick (to any tolerable 
Degree) was then (if not a New, at leaft) a Rare Thing, 
wJhichrhe Rufticks, on whom it is reported to have had 
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fuch Efifeds, had never heard before : and onfuch % a little 
Mufick will do great Feats. As we find at this Day, 
a Fiddle or a Bag-pipe, among a Company of Country 
Fellows and Wenches (who never knew better) or at a 
Country Morr ice- Dance, will make them skip and ftake 
their Heels notably. (And the like heretofore, to a 
Sheperd's Reed or Oaten-Pipe) And when feme fuch 
thing happened atnongft thofe Rufticks of Old, That, 
with fomewhat of Hyperbole f would make a great 
Noife, 

3. We are to confider that their Mufick (even after it 
came to fome good Degree of Perfection ) was much 
more plain and fimple than ours now a*days. They had 
not Conforts of Two, Three, Four or more Parts or 
Voices : But one fingle Voice or fingle Inftrument, a-part; 
which, to a rude Ear, is much more taking than more 
compounded Mufick* And we find that a fimple Jig, 
fung or play'd on a Fiddle or Bag Pipe, doth more affed* 
a company of Rufticks, than a let of Vials and Voices. 
For that is at a Pitch not above their Capacity $ where- 
as this other confounds it, with a great Noife, but no- 
thing diftinguiihable to their Capacity. Like fome deli- 
cate Sauce made up of a Mixture of many Ingredients ; 
which may yield an agreeable Tafte, but not fo as to di» 
ftinguifti the particular Relifh of any one : But Honey or 
Sugar by it felf, they could underftand and Relifh with a 
more particular Guflo. 

4. We are to confider, That Mufick with the Ancients 
was of a larger extent than what we call Mufick now 
a-days : For Poetry and Dancing (or comely Motion) 
were then accounted parts of Mufick, when Mufick arri* 
ved to fome Perfection. Now we know that Verfe of it 
felf, if in good Meafures and Affcclionate Language, and 
this fet to a Mufical Tunc, and fung by a decent Voice, 
and accompanied but with foft Mufick (instrumental) 
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sny, fuch as not to drown or obfajre the emphatick 
Exprcffions (like what we call Recitative -Mufick) will 
work.ftrangely upon the Ear, and move Affedions fbita- 
b!e to the Tune and Ditty ; (whether Brisk and Pleafanc, 
or Soft and Pitiful, or Fierce and Angry, or Moderate 
and Sedate) especially if attended with a Geflure and 
A&ion fuirable. (For 'tis well known, that (uitabie A&- 
ing on a Stage, gives great Life to the Words,) Now all 
this together (which were all Ingredients in what they 
called Mufickj niuft needs operate firongly on the Fan- 
cies and Affeftions of ordinary People, unacquainted 
with fuch kind of Treatments. For, if the deliberate 
reading of a Romance (when well perm'd) will produce 
"Mirth, Tears, Joy, Grief, Pitty, Wrath or Indignation, 
fuirable to the re:pedh f e Intents of ir, much more would 
it lo do, u accompanied with all thofe Attendants, 

j. You wAl ask perhaps, Why may not all this be 
now done, as w^ll as that? I anfwer, no doubt it may, 
and with like Effed, if an Addrefs be made, in proper 
Words with moving Arguments, in juft Meafiires (Poe- 
tical or Rhetorical) with the Emphatick Words, Words 
fit in lignal Places, pronounced with a good Voice, and 
a true Accent, and attended with a decent Geflure; and 
all thefe luitably adjufted to the Pafiion, Affedion, or 
temper of Mind, particularly defigned to be produc'd, 
(be it joy, Love, Grief, Pitty, Courage or Indignation) 
will certainly now, as well as then, produce great EfFeds 
upon the Mind, efpecially upon a Surprize, and where 
Perfbns are not otherwife pre-engag'd : And if fo ma- 
naged as that you be (or feem to be^ in earned j and, if 
not over*aded by apparent Affedation, 
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6,. We are to confider that the ufual Defign of wfrac 
we now call Mufick, is very different from that of the 
Ancients. What we now call Mufick, Is but what they 
called Harmonick ; which was but one Part of their Mo- 
del* (confiding of Words, Verfe, Voice^ Tune, Inftru- 
raent and Aiding) and we are not to exped: the fame 
Effed of one Piece as of the whole. And, of their Har* 
monick at fir ft, when we are told (by a great Hyper hole) 
that it diddrawafter it, not Men only, but Birds, Beafts, 
Trees and Stoms : this is no more (bating the Hyper- 
hole) but what we now fee daily in a Country-Town $ 
when Boys, and Girls, and Country-folk, run after a 
Bag-pipe or a FidJer (efpecially if they had never feen 
the like before) ,- of which we are apt (Wen now) to fay, 
All the Town runs after the Fidler ; or, the Fidler draws 
all the Town after him ; or, as when they dock about a 
Bailad-Sioger in a Fair, or the Morrice-Dancers at a 
V/kitJund Ale. And all their Hyperbole's can fignifie no 
more but this ; when their Mufick w.as but a Reed or 
an open ^ipe. 

7. It's true, that when Mufick was arrived to greater 
Perfection, it was then applied to particular Defigns of 
exciting this or that particular Affe&ioo, Paflion or 
Temper of Mind ; (as Courage to Soldiers in the Field j 
Love, in an Amorous Addrels ; Tears and Pitty, in a 
Doleful Dirty ; Fury and Indignation, in a Fiercer Tune-; 
and, a Sedate Temper when applyed to compofe or paci- 
fy a Furious Quarrel ; ) the Tunes and Measures being 
iuitabiy adapted to fuch Defigns. 

8. But fuch Defigns as thofe, feem almoft; quite neg- 
lected in our prefenc Mufick. The chief Defign now, 
in our moft accomplifh'd Mufick, being to pleafe the Ear $ 
when, by a fweet Mixture of different Parts and Voices, 
with juft Cadences and Concords interaux'd, a Grateful 
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Sound is produced to pleafe the Ear • (as a Cook's well 
tempered Sauce doth the Palate ;) which to a common 
Ear is only a coo to fed Noife of they know not what 
(though fbmewhat Pleafmg ) while only the judicious 
Mufiaan can difcern and diftinguiili the juft Pro- 
portions. 

9. ? Tis true, that even this Compound Mufick admits 
of different Characters • fome is more Brisk and Airy • 
others more Sedate and Grave; others more Languid; 
as the different Suhje&s do require. But that which is 
oiofl proper to excite particular Paffions or Difpofitions, 
is fuch as is more fimple and uncompounded : fuchas a 
Nurfes Languid Tune, lulling her Babe to fleep ; or a 
continued reading in an even Tone j or even the (oft 
Murmur of a little Rivulet, running upon Gravel or 
Pibbles, inducing a quiet Repofe ot the Spirits: And 
contrary wife, the Brisknefs of a Jig, on a Kit or Violine 5 
exciting to Dance. Which are more Operative to fuch 
particular Ends, than an elaborate Compofition of Full 
Mu/ick : Which Two differ as much as that of a Cook's 
mixing a Sauce to make it Palatable ; and that of a Phy- 
fician mixing a Potion for curing a particular Diftemper, 
or procuring a juft Habit of Body (where yet, a little Su- 
gar to fweeten it may not do amife.) 

io, To conclude then; If we aim only at pleafmg the 
Ear, by a fweet Confort, 1 doubt not but our modern 
Compositions may equal, if not exceed thofe of the An- 
cients : Amongft whom I do not find any Foot-fteps of 
what we call feveral Parts or Voices, (as Baft, Treble, 
Mean, &c. fung in Confort) ' anfwenng each other to 
compleat the Mufick. But if we would have our Mu- 
fick fo adjufted as to excite particular Pafficn, Affedions, 
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than the Cook ; and apply more fimple liigredlents.fitted 
to the Temper we would produce. For in the fweet 
Mixture of compounded Mufick, one thing doth fo cor- 
rect another, that it doth not operate ftrongly any one 
way. And this* I doubt not, but a judicious Compofer 
may fo effeft, (that with the Help of fuch Hyperbole's, 
as with which the Ancient Mufick is wont to be kt off) 
our Mufick may be faid to do as great Feats as any of 
theirs. I atxi^ 



SIR, 



Tour very Hnmhle Servant l 9 



John Wallis, 
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